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Criteria for UK Centre Training in Tropical Medicine

A tropical training centre must have:

1) At least one named consultant involved in clinical practice in tropical medicine who will usually be GMC registered specialist and have experience of working in the tropics. This consultant must be working with infectious disease colleagues who have an interest in tropical medicine (i.e. not a single-handed practice).

2) Adequate inpatient facilities for managing imported and tropical infections. This includes access to ITU and a modern radiology department proving CT scanning etc.

3) An on-call commitment for unselected admissions of patients returning from the tropics. Admissions should include at least 100 patients admitted with travel related illness each year.

4) Either an attached Travel Clinic providing advice and care for the public and providing support for other health professionals or operate a system whereby trainees can be attached to a travel clinic for a significant period.
5) Either one other outpatient clinic in which a minimum of 50% patients have tropical-related disease or an alternative allowing for review of a minimum of 10 patients per week with tropical/travel-related infections.

6) To accept tertiary referrals of patients with tropical infections.

7) Provide advice to other medical/health care colleagues in the community and in non-specialist hospitals.

In addition a tropical training centre will ideally have:

1) Strong links with a service providing facilities for managing imported and tropical infections in children.

2) Facilities for gaining experience in the health problems of immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers.

3) Active involvement in or links to clinical and/or research programmes in a tropical country.
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